














More wallets are stolen from
glove compartments than anywhere
else. Don't lock the wallet in the
glove compartment or elsewhere in
the car. That goes for purses, too.
Carry them with you, with wallet
safely tucked away in an
other-than-hip
pocket (where
those sleight-of -
fingers types can
grab it) and
purses preferably
on a shoulder <
strap worn across
the body and
held snugly under
your arm.

Try to plan
ahead and avoid using ATM
machines at night and in remote
areas. Sometimes it's not possible.
After all, who hasn't run out of
money in the middle of shopping?
Just exercise the following
precautions: Make sure the machine
is in a welllit area. Check the
area for anyone who may be
watching the machine. Try to
use a machine where there is
a line of people waiting.
Conduct your transaction as
quickly as possible. Put away

your cash and receipt, and ‘

your card, immediately. You

can count the cash later. Be

sure to return the card to its
customary resting place so

you won't wonder where it is

the next time you need it. And
before you use that machine,
consider that perhaps there's one
inside a shopping mall or grocery
store that isn't as tempting to a

would-be thug.

dandbags should be tucked
securely under one's arm, because a
nearby thief could be about to grab
it. And pursesnatchers don't confine
their activities to the out-of-doors. Be
especially careful in restaurants.
Don't hang purses over chairs or
leave them under
seats. Keep a purse in
your lap. If you have to
put it on the floor, keep
it between your knees
so you can feel any
} unexpected movement.
And needless
to say, keep
all purse
compartments
closed.

A welcome — and

toofrequent — sight for those

neerdo-wells cruising the

stores for your unintentional

holiday handout is the wallet left on
the counter.
And
shoppers

A don't just
leave wallets
after making
a purchase;

} some leave

credit cards,
too. If the
customer is

A 4 lucky, a
salesperson
will notice
the wallet or

credit card before it dissappears into

some crooks's hands. Again -

always put away that wallet or credit

card immediately!

Most stores, gas stations and
others have swifched fo carbonless
sales slips, but some sfill use the old
variety with carbon paper inserts.
Throwing away carbons in the frash
just outside of the store IS NOT a
good idea. Counterfeiters of credit
cards can take those receipts and in
a short time be out there using fake
cards with your number on them.
Fortunately, the limit of your liability is
$50 if you notify the issuer of the
card, and there is no liability if no
charges have been incurred af the

time of
notification.

y % Charges to

fake credit
cards are in
the millions.
} Consumers
repay some of
that loss in
higher fees

v and other

charges. So

don't make it
easier for thieves; shred those
carbons. Discard them at home as
an added precaution.

These have been some of the most
common scams and other illegal
activities that unfortunately thrive
during the holiday season. Fight
back! Be alert at all times. It's just as
easy to admire holiday offerings
while hanging on tightly to your
wallet or purse. Be generous to
others in the holiday spirit - but make
sure the recipients are genuine. If
you just take a little extra care, you
CAN avoid misfortune during the
holiday season.





















